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Rovies ! Rovies is a village 
of 800 inhabitants   
at the north part of 
the island of Evia
 At the moment the 
village lives from   
the olives, the 
agricultural 
cooperative and 
tourism
 Village life can be 
very uninspiring for 
young people that  
try to get away as 
soon as possible



  

The context

 The greek state is, and has long been a theatre 
of insanity. There is a need to get of the grid and 
depend on market prices as little as possible
 People start leaving the big cities again
 Exchange markets are growing like 
mushrooms
 The north part of Evia leads the way with 
“alternative” initiatives.
 I am lucky to have precious land in my hands



  

Practical info
 8 hectares to experiment with
 The place is at a gifted part of the olive growth, 
hidden at 2km away from the busy (in summer) 
coast, at the foothills of mountains and next to a 
river
There is an equipped house to make the 
starting base (fits 4-6 people, and loads of 
camping space around)
 The olives are organically cultivated and 
irrigated with an automatic system.
 For now water from the village and river, 
electricity of the grid
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(Kind of) 10 year Vision
 to preserve the local beauty of the place
 to provide the chance for an integrated way of 
life that includes physical, mental and spiritual 
wellbeing
 to be an example of social life where the 
individual looks beyond the personal benefit and 
is conscious of her acts and their impact to the 
surrounding group and to the environment
Using workshops, try to have a larger impact in 
the society and especially rural greek society 
to establish an interchange market in the area. 
Help local producers exchange their products 
instead of selling them for money
Promote self-sufficiency and self-organisation



  

Social issues

 No leaders, reconsider social structures, 
decision making and conflict resolution
 Diversity is essential. Different backgrounds to 
make up for a holistic lifestyle
 The project should integrate with peace with 
the local people and learn to interact with no 
intention to change the locals, but give an 
example



  

Ecology

 If it will ever be a community we need space for 
more buildings, a balance has to be found with 
the existing olive trees
 Need to have gardens within the trees, a 
compatibility study
 Transition from organic gardening to natural 
farming?



  

Economy

 The olives will be the income to start with. 
There is a local cooperative, that cares for the 
producer and almost all production is organic.
 There could be workshops, resorts and training 
courses given if the community reaches a state 
of maturity to be able to offer knowledge
 Excess vegetable and fruit production 



  

World View

 Numerous alternative efforts are not caused on 
a change of conscience but more on economical 
reasons. The reason for change is deeper and 
has to do with humans role in this planet.  
 Do not cause social friction
 Not attract attention for the wrong reasons 
 Not try to indoctrinate anybody. 
 Having said that it is important to have solid 
internal principles based on this worldview



  

 Thank you !
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